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Introduction 


In the reign of Veetrag Parmatma| The detatched soul 
or Teerthankar], the scriptures have been divided into four 
sections-Dravyanuyog, Ganitanuyog, Charankaranuayog 
and Kathanuyog. Among these four yogs, the most 
effective and easily understandable yog is Kathanuyog 
[through stories], as everyone young and old, both are 
naturally interested in stories. Many aspects of religion can 
be explained that touch the heart. The complex doctrines 
which are not understood by theoretical interpretation are 
easily understood by illustrations and stories. Hence it is 
said that, “One hundred theoretical principles are equal 
to one illustration”. Scriptural writers have made reading 
and listening to the life stories of Mahapurushs [great 
men] and Mahasatis [great women] an integral part of 
self-study. 


Children are very fond of listening to stories. If 
mothers are aware of such stories, they can instill great 
values and morals in their children through the medium 
of stories. Stories also take adults on the path of noble 
contemplation and they too can interpret life with good 
thoughts and behaviour. They can evolve their lives with 
great morals and principles. 
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Jainacharya RajayashsurishwarjiMaharaj, blessed 
with Labdhi-Vikram Gurukrupa, was overwhelmed with 
this story. Moreover, he said that henceforth we will 
recite Prachinacharya PaadaliptasurijiMaharaj Sahebji’s 
“Tarangvati Taranglola”. PadaliptasurijiMaharaj has made 
the story very interesting, covering many subjects such as 
psychology, botany, science, sociology etc. 


Before dealing with the story, let's have a brief 
introduction of PadaliptasurijiMaharaj Saheb. Though 
Pratima Shravika and Dharmisth seth had a contended 
life, they were deprived of parenthood. It is evident that 
in this world everyone suffers in some or the otherway. 
World is a fair of sorrowful people. Pratima worshiped 
every stone, considering it to be a deity, to get a child, 
but her wish was not fulfilled. Ultimately, she worshiped 
Vairotya Devi on someone’s advice. Vairotya devi blessed 
her and told her to ask for a wish. Pratima expressed her 
wish for a child. Devi said to Pratima, “If you drink the 
water used for washing the feet of Jainacharya in the 
village, you will have a son.” 


Pratima reached the Upashraya [a place where the 
Jain monks are stationed].At that time the disciples had 
just washed the feet of Gurumaharaj and were about to 
dispose the water. Pratima begged them for the water and 
drank it. Guru Maharaj came to know about this. 


Mahapurush have Khelosahilabdhi [cough], 
Jallosahilabdhi [dirt of nose and ear] and Savvosahilabdhi 


IV 
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meaning even their saliva, cough, nose dirt, ear wax and 
all dirt of body like body odour, sweat, urine, excreta etc. 
have the healing power of medicine for all living beings. 
It is said that even if you come in contact with the breeze 
passing through such great men, many diseases are cured. 
Guru Maharaj told Pratima shravika, “You have done this 
work ten feet away from me, so you will have ten sons. The 
first son will be very virtuous, intelligent and influential in 
religion. Pratima said, “Guru Bhagwant, I will offer this 
son to you.” When the first son was born, they performed 
his birth rites and took him to Acharya Maharaj. Guru 
Maharaj asked them to nurture him for eight years. This 
son took Diksha [initiation into monkhood] at the age of 
eight. Endowed with extra-ordinary wisdom, he became 
proficient in the scriptures within twelve months. He 
became acharya at a very young age. He used to fly 
through the sky with fluid on his feet and travel to five 
pilgrimages every day. At some blessed moment he wrote 
the story “Tarangvati Taranglola” with exuberance of 
heart and then narrated it in his discourses. Scores of 
people turned up to listen to his story. 


According to Pujyashri, some people say, “Don’t 
initiate a child. What do these little kids understand?” 
But in the age of television and internet, the question is, 
“What do little kids not understand?” 


In Jainism, special scriptures and regime influencers 
were mostly created by monks who had been initiated in 
their early childhood. 
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Pujyashri said, “Paadaliptasuri Maharaj has given 
vivid and lucid description even of minor events just as 
they appear in original scriptures. This story has been 
translated into German language and again into Gujarati. 
It was originally composed in Prakrit language. 


Why does a person like to listen to a story? Why 
does he get interested in the story? Because every man's 
own life is a story. Our “Tarangvati Taranglola’ is the 
story where Sadhvi Tarangvati is telling her own story of 
why she felt the urge to initiate herself and get detached. 


I feel that a good writer among you should go to 
each sadhu [monk] and sadhvi [nun] and ask them why 
they felt like taking diksha [initiation], and write down 
the same. There was a time when people were reluctant 
to allow their children into initiation. However today, even 
if they have one child, and if the child wants to renounce 
the world, cultured parents happily permit him to take 
initiation. They tell everyone that they will live on their 
own virtues and won’t be an obstacle in child’s chosen 
path. 


Upadhyay Vishrutyashvijayji 


VI 
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| Foreword J 


The story of ‘Tarangavati’ is so heart-warming and 
very beautifully narrated by author Shri Padaliptasuri. 
Tarangavati is a young and beautiful daughter of asresthin 
(Wealthy Jain lady). The whole katha(story) of Tarangavati 
was presented as this young girl explaining her own life 
story; wandering in garden - on seeing Cakravaka(Swan) 
couple - remembering her past birth and her lover in 
that birth - efforts made to find her past birth lover - 
meeting her lover and some hurdles in their life —later 
on understanding about true path of life - adoptingthe 
path of detachment - taking initiation into monkhood - 
presentation of all these happenings and Jaina epilogue 
(conclusion). 


Thus on one hand romantic story of young girl 
turned other way as ‘Dharma-katha’ (spiritual story). 
The great explanation of life events with unexpected 
but interesting turning points captivated the attention of 
its readers. The flow of realistic situation is very well 
maintainedmaking it enjoyable to read. The story of past 
birth and its miraculous narration has made the characters 
live before our eyes. 
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All this special literary explanation of Tarangavati’s 
character portrayed by Padaliptasuri is very sensitive, 
efficient anda profound personality. The quality in 
the main character and very interesting emotional and 
ornamentalpresentation of this story has made this Prakrit 
storysuch that it is followed by many other writers and 
scholars. In Sanskrit and Prakrit literature this creation of 
Padaliptasuri has set an example. It is not an exaggeration 
to say that this is one of the extra ordinary and immortal 
work of Padaliptasuri. We are very unfortunate that the 
rare original work is not with us but we can assume and 
imagine how incredible it is on seeing its abbreviation. 


The author Shri Padalipatasuri has written this amazing 
story in Prakritapprox. between Vikram Samvat 151-219). 
This has had a significant effect on later Prakrit literature. 
Padalipatastiri was the state poet and very friendly to 
King Satvahana, noted King of Pratisthanapura.The king 
admired literary work and great poets in his court, thus 
he was called as ‘Kavivatsala’. 


Padaliptasuri according to Jaina tradition, from his 
childhood was having extraordinary intelligence and 
memory that enabled him to learn grammar, literature, 
legality,aagama-sahitya etc. His preceptor seeing his 
intelligence imparted him with special knowledge to 
travelfrom one place to another by ‘Akashmarg ’(skypath). 
Then onwards he was famous as Padalipta. At the age 
of 10yrs he received Acaryapad from his Guru. He had 


vill 
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written this story when he was in Pratisthanpura and 
presented his work in King’s court. Though many scholars 
and poets were jealous of Padaliptasuri, this literary work 
of ‘Taranavati’ was of such high quality thatthey were left 
with no option but to praise Padalipta. 


Padaliptasuri has other literary worksto his credit 
named ‘Nirvanakalika’, ‘Samachari’ and ‘Prashnaprakash’. 
Padaliptasuri’s name and his script Tarangavati was 
mentioned by many scholars and poets in their work. As 
Jinabhadragani’s ‘Visesavasyakabhasya”!, Haribhadrasuri’?, 
‘Avasyakayavritti’,  Udhyotanasuri’s ‘Kuvalayamala’? 
and  Silanka’s ‘Caupannamahapurisacariyam’ and 
Anuyogadwarasutra.*All above mentioned Grantha mention 
about Padalipta and his work ‘Tarangavati Taranglola’. 


It is said that the abbreviation was done by sri 
Nemicandragani for studies of his disciple Jasa (yasasena) 
this abbreviation was composed in 1642 saga. 


This very important and amazing work came in 
limelight when scholar Layman in 1921 A.D. translated 
it in German Language. That drewthe attention of 
international readers towards this great work. In 1924 Shri 
Narasimhabhai Patel translated it from German to Gujarati 
which was published by Jinavijayaji in ‘Jaina Sahitya 
Samsodhaka’*. Later it was published twice in book form. 
In 1944 Kasturvijayagani edited it with the base taken 
from five manuscripts and published it as Ninth Gem of 
Nemivigyana Granthmala.° 
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Acarya Shri Rajyashsuriji has special liking for this 
story as this story has many hidden aspects that turns from 
life story of a girl into one of the best ‘Dharmakatha’ 
(religious story) which shows morals and best example 
of turning points in one’s life. Acaryaji has several times 
specially included and narrated it in his Vyakhanmala 
spiritual discourse) Acaryaji also explains it here also in 
this presentation how one Shringara-rasa (romantic) story 
ends as ‘Dharmopadesha’ (religious discourse). This is the 
most adorable gift from Prakrit literature to its readers. 


Dr. Purvi Mahendra 
(Ph.D. in Prakrut) 


. Visesavasyakyabhasya gatha 1508. 
. Avasyakayavritti 
. Kuvalayamala page.3, gatha 20. 
. gatha 130. 
. Jaina Sahitya sansodhaka 2nd, Puna, 1924 
also on Winternitz, History of Indian literature, part 2., page 522. 
6. Jinaratnakosa, page. 158 Nemi Vijnagranthamala, Sam. 2000. 
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© Preface | 


The well-known story is incomparable in Prakrut 
Literature. 


This story proves the cycle of birth & death. 


True love is not merely attachment but it requires 
sacrifice. The instinct of love is same in all living 
beings,but the true nature of soul is to be detached because 
soul itself is perfect and full of bliss. 


Upadhyay Vishrutyashvijayji has made this publication 
possible with great efforts. He is known as lover of 
literature. I bless him to progress in field of literature 
and through it, he can sublime the soul. 


This script is well-checked and edited by Satish 
Mardia, Ahmedabad & Dr. M. H. Pathak, Chennai. 


19th April-2023 Aacharya Rajyashsuriswarji M.S. 
Nava Vadaj 
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Paadaliptasuri Maharajsaheb starting the 
story of Tarangvati :- 


A Sadhviji(nun) named Suvratashri had 
studied 11 angas. Her disciple had a paarna 
[taking food after completion of fast] of chath 
[fast of two days]. Both sadhvijis were going to 
get nirdosh gochari [food which is not prepared 
specially for them]for paarna. Sadhviji was so 
beautiful that crowds of people gathered to see 
her. Hearing the commotion on the road, Soma 
Shethani[wealthy lady] came in her balcony 
and requested sadhviji to come to her house for 
gochari. Soma Shethani was also enchanted by 
the beauty of sadhviji. Sethani was surprised to 
see the infectious beauty of sadhviji and began 
to think that what would have been the cause of 
her initiation despite her beauty and this question 
was the source of the agitated mind. 


Soma Shethani offered food to sadhviji and 
said, “Maharaj Saheb! If there is no obstacle in 
your rule, then give me some preachings.” Most 
of the sadhu and sadhvi who come for gochari, 
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The Tale of Tarangvati * 2 


move away after accepting the food offered by 
any shravak or shravika. It is forbidden to preach 
in their house. But sadhviji was Geetharth [highly 
knowledgeable]. Knowing the Shethani’s curiosity, 
she gave some preaching. Hearing sadhviji’s 
melodious voice, Shethani was stunned. Finally, 
Shethani couldn’t resist hearly and asked sadhviji, 
“What were your sorrows that you had to take 
initiation?” 

Many people have a misconception that 
people get initiated because they are sad, like 
those who are orphans or those who do not have 
food to eat or those who do not have favourable 
circumstances, etc. Shethani did not imagine that 
one can choose to be initiated even by vairagya 
[detachment]. 


Ordinary sadhus and sadhvis do not narrate 
their past life, but the Shethani’s curiosity and 
questions made sadhviji instantly talk about 
herself. King Konnik of Magadh and my father 
Seth Rishabhsen had a friendly relationship. My 
mother gave birth to eight sons one after the 
other, but now she yearned for a daughter. Mother 
had a thought that there is no one to tie a rakhi 
[sacred thread which Indian girls/women tie on 
the wrists of their brothers] to brothers. There 
is a tendency of human nature that they do not 
value the things which they have and long for 
what they do not have. My mother worshiped 
river Yamuna and a girl was born. Seeing the 
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waves of Yamuna, my parents happily named me 
‘Tarangvati’. In this world, some people long for 
a girl, whereas someone else wants to get the 
girl child aborted. The sin of killing a human 
being, has also entered the house of the Jains. 
All the Jainacharyas should come together and 
decide not to bestow their blessings to a Jain who 
aborts a child. Today as the society evolved we 
do not discriminate between boy and girl. Sadhvi 
Tarangvati tells Shethani, “I was brought up very 
well in a pampered atmosphere. My memory is 
so sharp that even today I remember swinging in 
the cradle. When I said ‘Ma’ for the first time, 
my parents celebrated. When I turned twelve, I 
was sent to a Pandit [learned person] to study. 
In four years I learnt grammar, jurisprudence 
and many scriptures. I learnt the philosophy of 
religion upon my mother’s wish. At the age of 
sixteen many matrimonial proposals began to pour 
in, but my father was looking for a rich cultured 
family befitting his status. 


“One day an incident took place. The 
gardener brought a big pot full of beautiful 
flowers. My father picked beautiful flowers from 
it for worship. He separated one of the flower 
and asked me, “Which is this flower?” I said, 
“This is a Saptaparni flower [scholar’s flower], 
but there must be a lotus lake near where it 
grew. Bumblebees have deposited lotus pollen 
on this flower, so it appears yellow despite its 
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white roots.” My father was very pleased with my 
knowledge and arranged a beautiful programme 
to go to the park near the lotus lake. This news 
spread in the town. People had a very strong 
desire to see Tarangvati. So, on the day when we 
were supposed to go to the park, the whole road 
was crowded with people. 


Life is not lived by the sum of wealth but by 
the sum and multiplication of virtues. 


My father arranged sports festival in the 
park. On the day of festival when I got ready, 
sat in the chariot, thousands of young hearts 
were standing on the road waiting to have a 
glimpse of me. Seeing me, many felt as if they 
had missed a heartbeat. When I reached the park 
with my mother and friends, chants of “Padharo, 
Padharo” (welcome, welcome] started echoing. 
A person thinks a hundred times before spending 
for religious purpose, but spends in the blink of 
an eye for show-off to the world. A boy married 
a girl in Mumbai. Twenty lakh rupees for a day’s 
hall rent and forty lakh rupees for the decoration 
for the reception. I said to that brother in sarcasm, 
“You are indeed a donor”. Brother says, “Maharaj 
Saheb! We have to spend so much to maintain 
our status.” If you have to spend like this, then 
decide that, “I am a millionaire, so wherever the 
temple, upashraya is being made, I will fund it 
and will not need to takedonation from anyone.” 
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The extreme money that ends up goes to the 
karma of the one who has it. Tarangvati was 
walking in the park along with her friends looking 
at the beautiful natural scenery and various fruit 
pods and trees. While walking around, they saw 
Saptaparni flower and everyone was happy. 
Now Tarangvati moved towards the lotus lake. 
Tarangvati’s personal maid, who was her close 
friend too, said to her, “You look tired. Let’s rest 
for a while under the tree.” Both of them sat 
under a tree overlooking the lake. Tarangvati saw 
a couple of geese in the lake. Her eyes transfixed 
on them and her mind seemed to sink deep inside, 
and suddenly Tarangvati spoke loudly “Chakravak 

. Chakravak’ and as soon as she spoke she 
fainted. Seeing Tarangvati fainted, her friend 
became desperate. At first she did not understand 
what to do, but immediately she sprinkled water 
on her face, fanned her and tried to bring her into 
consciousness. After regaining her conscious she 
said “Chakravak” and then again fainted. 


Anyhow, when she later gained consciousness, 
she burst into tears and said, “Oh! What has 
happened?” and began to cry again and again. 
The friend asked “What happened to you? If you 
talk and make things clear we will find a solution 
of your pain, crying won’t give any solution.” 
Tarangvati said, “I have remembered my past life. 
I was a female goose in the past birth and I had 
a gander [male goose] as my partner. Our love 
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The Tale of Tarangvati “ 6 


was amazing. We roamed together, swam together, 
flew together and loved each other dearly, beak 
to beak, wing to wing. We loved each other from 
the depth of our hearts, but never showed-off our 
love. 


A philosopher sarcastically gave a beautiful 
example of show-off love. A lover told his 
beloved, “I will bring even stars from the sky 
for you.” Beloved replied, “Well, well, I won’t 
send you so far to bring the stars, just come and 
meet me here same time tomorrow. The lover 
said, “I will come if it doesn’t rain.” The girl 
friend says, “But you were saying that you are 
ready to bring stars from the sky... now you are 
scared of mere rain?” 


Yes, lying is allowed in love. There is 
no love without lying. In this world, one way 
of loving is to get something and another way 
is to give something. The second type of love 
is unconditional. But today the values of love 
have changed. Love is weighed in the scales of 
selfishness and wealth. 


Tarangvati continued the narration and said, 
“Once we were flying on the banks of river 
Ganga. Suddenly a huge elephant fell into a pit. 
We got scared and started flying away in the 
sky. At that moment, a dark-skinned hunter with 
muscular arms came and shot an arrow aiming at 
the elephant. Erroneously, the arrow hit my gander. 
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“Oh my God! What happened?”, I thought. The 
hunter also said, “Oh God! How did this happen?” 


“How could I bear that my beloved was 
hit by an arrow? I flew towards my gander and 
slowly removed the arrow with my beak. I began 
to shout, “Hey dear! Look at me, answer me.” 
I spread my wings, hugged him and said, “My 
gander! Answer me”, and I burst into tears.” 
Saying this, Tarangvati also started sobbing. 


Tarangvati’s friend said, “Oh dear! Now 
forget all this.” Tarangvati said, “Friend! He who 
falls in love with someone has only one face, not 
another. Even now I am feeling the pain of that 
separation. The hunter lit a pyre and set fire to 
my gander. I too jumped into the same pyre. You 
ask me to forget the past, but love is not a game. 
It increases in afterlife. | am confident that I will 
get my beloved gander in this birth too. Don’t tell 
this to anyone until I get my gander.” 


Seeing Tarangvati’s sad face, her mother 
brought her home on some pretext and asked, 
“What is troubling you my child?” Tarangvati 
replied “Nothing mom.” Sheth called the doctor 
for the treatment of his beloved daughter, but 
headache can be cured only if the head truly hurts. 


Tarangvati was in agony internally but tried 
to look cool externally. She immersed her mind 
in devotion in Arihant prabhu’s words. She had 
heard from Guru Maharaj, that any problem can 
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be resolved by doing 108 ayambils [Aayambil is a 
Jain fast where only vegan food, only foodgrains, 
is consumed just once a day without the usage 
of any fresh vegetables, fruits, salt, sugar, any 
kind of spices, oil, etc]. Tarangvati started the 
penance of 108 ayambils after taking her parents’ 
permission. 


Scriptures states that avambil penance brings 
good omen. A distressed person was on the verge 
of selling his property, but doing 108 ayambils 
solved his problem. 


Tarangvati felt that she cannot live without 
her gander, Meanwhile, Sheth Rishabhsen started 
getting proposals for Tarangvati’s marriage. Every 
proposal increased Tarangvati’s fear. She started 
praying intently, “Oh God! Show me some way, 
I can’t live without my gander.” 


Jinvani[preachings of Jain Tirthankar] can 
bring about a behavioural changes. In most 
cases, it is only Jinvani that brings about a 
transformation in thoughts and lives of people to 
renounce the world and become sadhu-sadhvis 
[nuns and monks]. Jinvani is majorly responsible 
for transformation of uninitiated souls too. One 
section of this Jinvani is Dharmakathanuyog and 
in such a narration our story of Tarangvati is 
going on now. 


Tarangvati laughs externally, but she is 
weeping inside. She is worried that what will 
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happen if her parents marry her off to someone 
other than her gander? She prays, “God! How to 
get my love?” And a thought comes to her mind. 
Tarangvati knew painting. She started drawing 
her own painting. Goose couple in a beautiful 
lake, goose couple talking romantically, the third 
painting both of them flying on the banks of river 
Ganga, in fourth the fierce elephant, in the fifth 
painting the dangerous hunter, then hunter aiming 
with a bow, gander pierced by hunter’s arrow, 
goose fantasizing behind the gander, goose pulling 
out the arrow from the gander’s body, gander’s 
pyre lit by the hunter, goose circling the burning 
pyre and finally jumping into it. 


Painting and poetry come not from the hand 
but from the heart. Any work from heart is 
always the best. 


Tarangvati’s parents felt that such beautiful 
paintings must be exhibited. Tarangvati’s ayambil 
tap [penance where only non-spicy, non-greasy 
vegan meal devoid of fruits and vegetables is 
eaten that too only once a day] continues. She 
tells her friend to exhibit these paintings on the 
road outside their bungalow during Kaumudi 
festival. The friend inquired, “Why on the road?” 
Tarangvati says, “Because I am sure that my love 
will come to see these paintings.” 


Just as you cannot argue with a little child, 
there is no argument with lovers too, as they 
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speak from the heart. Tarangvati is eagerly telling 
her friend in one breath, “You must ezhibit the 
paintings from morning till night. Observe who 
comes to see these paintings? If my love comes, 
he will see thesepaintings not with his eyes, but 
with his heart and faint. He will ask, “Is this 
painting an imagination or a true story? Who 
painted them?” Give correct and proper answers 
and ask the name and address of that young man 
correctly.” 


Obeying, the friend dutifully exhibits the 
paintings. Many passed by, admiring the painting. 
As footfall of people reduced, Tarangvati’s friend 
also got worried. Finally, a group of ten-fifteen 
youth came late at night. None of them wanted 
to see the exhibits, but one of them insisted. 
Seeing the paintings, he also fell into the depths 
of the paintings and fainted. Upon regaining 
consciousness, he recollected his past birth. He 
saw the paintings again and again. He understood 
till the painting of the arrow striking him, but 
seeing the goose jumping into the pyre of the 
gander, his heart moved at the surrender of love 
and an unfathomable surge of love awoke from 
within. 

Tarangvati’s friend was watching everything 
carefully. She asked the young man to introduce 
himself. The boy introduced himself as Padmadevy, 
son of Sheth Dhandev. “But tell me who painted 
these?”, he asked. Tarangavti’s friend said, “Sheth 
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Rishabhsen’s daughter Tarangvati has expressed 
her feelings in this,” and looked into Padmadev’s 
eye with a suggestive look, as if giving some 
indication. 


Now, the feelings that awoke in Padmadev’s 
heart made him sad. Everything has a measure. 
If that measure is exceeded, man becomes sad. 
Feelings also require measure. If you are over- 
attached with someone, you will be sad, because 
“Snehmoolani Dukhani’[attachment is the root 
of pain]. Even in the flame of a lamp, if there 
is excess oil, the flame becomes fire. Forgetting 
measure is considered sin. 


Meanwhile, Padmadev returns home, but has 
lost his peace. The smile has disappeared from his 
face. Depression and suffering have taken over. 
Dhandev is very much worried about his son. 
Finally, the father, in a friendly manner, dug out 
the matter from his son. Padmadev said, “Father, I 
cannot live without Tarangvati, daughter of Sheth 
Rishabhsen. 


Dhandev said, “Son, I will go to Rishabhsen 
and ask for Tarangvati’s hand for you. I can’t see 
you suffering.” 


Meanwhile, Tarangvati asks her friend to keep 
a watch on the marriage proposals being received, 
accepted and rejected by her father Rishabhsen. 
Tarangvati’s friend comes to know that Sheth 
Dhandev has brought a marriage proposal. She 
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also heard that Rishabhsen rejected Dhandev’s 
proposal citing, “Your son keeps travelling 
out of town twenty-five days a month. Should 
my daughter keep on bearing loneliness?Sheth 
Dhandev, please forgive me.” 


Tarangvati’s friend tearfully narrated it to 
her. Tarangvati thinks, “What will happen to 
Padmadev after hearing my father’s denial? How 
will he feel?” Foresighted Tarangvati tells her 
friend, “Friend today you have to do me a favour, 
no matter the risk involved. Kindly deliver my 
letter to Padmadevy.” 


Tarangvati’s friend asked her “How will I 
enter a stranger’s house?” Tarangvati replied “If 
you wish to do,you can.” She added that she 
didn’t need to explain anything to clever person 
like her, and she handed over the letter to her. 


The letter read as follows :- “The basis of 
my love, my heartbeat, my soulmate Padmadev! 
Even if my father refused the marriage proposal, 
do not take any unforeseen step. Eternal hope 
is hidden in millions of despairs. If our love is 
true, we are certain to meet. I have performed the 
penance of 108 consecutive Ayambils for both of 
us. I wish to meet you much more than you do. 
Just take care of your life.” 


In today’s world, the mobile phone has 
destroyed such creativity. As speed increases, 
quality decreases; production increases, but creation 
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decreases. Production is one thing, creation is 
another. Goods are produced. Art is created. 


Tarangvati’s friend reached Dhandev Sheth’s 
bungalow with the letter. As if she knew Padmadev 
very well, Tarangvati’s friend confidently told the 
doorman, “Show me Padmadev’s room. I have 
some urgent work.” The doorman took her to 
Padmadev’s room and left. Padmadev was sitting 
with his friends. He saw Tarangvati’s friend. 
Tarangvati’s friend asked Padmadev, “Don’t you 
know me?”, indicating Padmadev’s friends to 
leave. Padmadev bade his friends goodbye and 
asked her “What message have you brought.” 


Tarangvati’s friend handed over the letter 
sent by Tarangvati and informed that she had to 
return immediately.She told Padmadevthat if he 
wanted to send a reply message, he had to be 
quick.” Taking the letter in hand, Padmadev’s 
body trembles. He thinks, “Tarangvati remembers 
me? She’s written a letter?” 


Padmadev read the letter. He was thrilled to 
know that Tarangvati will be awaiting his reply. 
However, he asked many things about Tarangvati 
to her friend. 


Tarangvati’s friend said, “Write down your 
message fast as she must be sitting by the window 
eagerly waiting for me.” So Padmadev wrote a 
letter. She took it and quickly left. 
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Seeing her friend coming from a distance, 
Tarangvati ran down. Her friend mockingly said, 
“I have brought a verbal message”, but clever 
Tarangvati snatched the letter from her hand. Her 
friend warned Tarangvati not to read the letter 
in the open. Tarangvati rushed to her room, 
opened the letter with her heart beating fast. 
She first touched it on her head and then on 
her heart. Opening the letter, she said, “Friend, 
the handwriting is beautiful, just like pearls”, and 
started reading the letter. 


“The love of my life, queen of my heart 
Taranga, 


People say that life runs on breath but my 
life runs on your memory. You are my rescuer, 
and have sacrificed your life for me. Had you 
not made those paintings, I would not have 
known that the goose of my previous birth is 
reborn in this town only. You have lit both the 
flame of love and the fire of loneliness in my 
heart. Taranga! I will ask your father again for 
your hand, just be patient.” 


And the words “Be patient” made Tarangvati 
desperate. “Friend all writing is good but having 
patience means he doesn’t want to do anything. 
He has no courage. I cannot tolerate any further 
delay,” and Tarangvati started crying loudly. 


Her friend calmed Tarangvati and said, “Tell 
me what I can do in this.” Now Tarangvati spoke 
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authoritatively, “Promise that you will do whatever 
I say.” Her friend says “Why do you have such 
distrust?” 


Tarangvati says, “Take me to Padmadev right 
now.” Her friend says, “Dear! You should not 
think or speak like this.” Tarangvati says, “Milk 
placed on fire not rising is not possible. You take 
me there anyhow.” 


Being a witness to lovers’pain is also painful. 
Tarangvati’s friend thinks, “If I don’t take her 
there now, she might take some extreme step. 
Going there is both risky and wrong. But there 
is no other option.” 


The tides of darkness have descended. Night 
is setting in. Both of them reach Padmadev’s 
bungalow as quickly as possible. Tarangvati told 
her friend, “Give the news of my coming to 
Padmadev.” Seeing Tarangvati’s friend, Padmadev 
bid farewell to his friends saying that he was 
feeling sleepy and asked her, “Is Taranga fine?” 
Friend said “Don’t ask me, Taranga has herself 
come here,” and she calls Tarangvati. Seeing 
Tarangvati, Padmadev’s body trembles. When 
their eyes met, both of them were lost and fell 
into a trance. Both had dreamed of talking a lot, 
but today the words were amiss. 


Suddenly, Tarangvati fell at Padmadev’s feet 
saying, “I surrender to you. Do not neglect me.” 
Padmadev said, “Have faith Tarangvati. I too will 
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be ready to give my life for someone who has 
sacrificed her life for me,’ and he raised Tarangvati 
and embraced her in his arms. Padmadev says, 
“Tarangvati, sit down, let’s talk.” Tarangvati says, 
“I couldn't live a moment without you earlier. I 
can’t today either. Now I’m here and not going 
back. Take whatever action you wish to and do 
it quickly!” 


Padmadev says, “Your father Rishabhsen is 
intelligent and well connected. He has a close 
relationship with the king. If he comes to know 
that you came here, my family will be in trouble.” 
Tarangvati says, “You were brave in the birth of 
goose, so be the same now. I am not going back 
at any cost.” Love always has to pay a high 
price. It is very difficult to maintain the balance 
of love between mother-wife, brother-sister, etc. 
In love you have to lose something to gain 
something, so be it love or anything else, keep 
a limit in everything, else be prepared to suffer 
disastrous consequences. 


Padmadev: Since you are not going back, 
both of us now have to run away from here. 


Tarangvati: I will come wherever you take 
me, I am like a creeper which is attached to a 
tree. 


In a moment Padmadev decided and collected 
the necessary wealth and ornaments. 
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Tarangvati to her friend: Go home and get 
my precious ornaments. 


The friend walked towards Tarangvati’s 
house. 


Padmadev got ready and told Tarangvati, 
“Let’s escape through the back door.” 


Tarangvati: Let my friend come. 


Padmadev: She is our messenger. Don’t wait 
for her. 


. and both of the lovers eloped. 


A person heard this story and said, “Even 
two thousand years ago this was going on?” 


I said, “Even two thousand years ago, man 
was still man, but the difference between today 
and the previous era was that in the earlier era, 
values and dedication were seen in love. Today 
only money and looks matter. Having looks, having 
money is a good thing but looks and money are 
not everything for love, for life. Happiness in life 
does not come from looks or money. True joy 
comes from dedication. 


After listening to all this, think whether you 
have ever seen the Lord as a lover? Have you 
ever loved him? 


Just imagine that Tarangvati, who was 
overwhelmed by love, what kind of detachment 
would have awakened in her, that she renounced 
the world and became a nun. 
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Amongst the many beings and the diversity 
of living beings in this world, just we are born 
as humans due to our past good deeds. We are 
born only to become divine souls, and for that, 
if there is anything most useful, then it is Jinvani 
[the preaching of Zeerthankars]. But we consider 
listening to Jinvani just as an alternative. The 
soul ascends on the path to divinity only after 
Charankarnanuyog, but Kathanuyog is very 
supportive to apply Charankarnanuyog. 


Padmadev and Tarangvati, madly in love 
with each other, sneak out through the back door 
of the house. Padmadev thinks that this is blind 
courage, but making any lady your life partner is 
a full day’s job. But as soon as they leave, both 
of them get bad vibes. They stop there. They pay 
obedience to divine souls with utmost devotion 
to ward off evils. Both want to go forward but 
don’t know where to go. It is a journey without 
the destination address. 


We all know that we have to achieve 
salvation. Now know its address and also get on 
the right path. 


Finally, both reached the bank of river Yamuna 
and got into a boat. Padmadev was planning to 
get away from this town as soon as possible, so 
he rowed the boat fast. After leaving the village 
behind, feeling mentally comfortable, Padmadev 
started the conversation and said, “Taranga! It is 
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a matter of fate that we met again in this birth. 
By you making those paintings, we recognized 
each other and the biggest thing is that this is 
more precious than any gold mine, silver mine, 
diamond mine and gem mine. Now this love story 
of ours will continue.... 


Tarangvati knew philosophy, but today love is 
overflowing. She knew the limits of man-woman, 
so she says, “Padmadev! Leave all that aside, but 
without the ritual of marriage we cannot even 
touch each other. Before pacifying this upheaval, 
we need to perform marriage rites.” Eight types 
of marriages are described in the scriptures, one 
of which is Gandharva marriage. Both held 
each-others hands and performed Gandharva 
marriage, keeping the waters of Yamuna and ten 
Dikpals[guardians of 10 directions] as witness. 
The happiness of the world is akin to Baking 
soda thrown in water. Baking soda rises and 
sits in the gazing water, calms down and both 
feel satisfied with worldly happiness. “Indulgence 
never brings satisfaction, it only increases 
craving.” Satisfaction from indulgence is illusion. 


We have been shown the picture of a 
centre point there. This picture of centre point 
is the map of Vairagyaras. Every shravak must 
keep this picture in his home to keep the spirit 
of Vairagyras dripping even in the time of 
overflowing lust. The essence of this is that for 
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attainment of momentary pleasure, a man endures 
many sufferings. Even if someone comes to rescue 
them from that suffering, they are not ready to 
give up their desire for momentary pleasure. This 
worldly happiness is like eczema. Scratching it 
may feel good, but ezcess scratching leads to 
bleeding. Subjective pleasure means eczema. How 
long does bodily pleasure last? After all, the body 
also has its limitation, you have to stop and then 
just live with memories of that pleasure just like 
chewing gum. 


Both of them, lost in bliss, have been awake, 
they are tired, but both find the lack of sleep and 
tiredness sweet. Dawn began to break all around. 
Padmadev anchored the boat on the banks of the 
Yamuna. He held Tarangvati’s hand and both of 
them alighted, but at the same moment a terrible 
sound started coming from one direction. There 
was rustle in the bushes and a gang of thieves 
appeared. Padmadev says, “Tarangvati you don’t 
panic, I have a weapon. With that, I will kill 
one and take his weapons to fight the others.” 
Tarangvati says, “No, you give them as much 
wealth as they want. I wouldn’t be able to see the 
thieves beating you.” As the robbers came closer, 
Tarangvati screamed “Take as much money as you 
want, but don’t kill my husband.” The gang took 
away all the valuables from the boat. 


Someone said that “money is good, but look 
at this beautiful couple? If we hand over this 
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couple to our Chief, he will be very happy and will 
definitely make such a beautiful woman his wife.” 
Hearing this, Tarangvati felt as if thunderbolt had 
struck her. She resolved then, “If their chief makes 
me his wife, I will commit suicide by crushing 
my own tongue.” As the robbers started tying 
both of them with a rope, Tarangvati screamed, 
“Take care that my husband doesn’t get bruised.” 
So one shouted, “Girl, stop screaming, or I will 
kill your husband.” Despite telling them not to, 
the robbers tied both Tarangvati and Padmadev 
tightly and took them to a cave. 


Both thought that they are terribly trapped. 
It would have been better if they had not rushed 
out of the house in a hurry. But it was too late 
to repent now. There is no turning back after the 
rise of sinful karma.” 


Padaliptasuri Maharaj writes in the story 
that this cave is both heaven and hell. A paradise 
for robbers and a hell for hostages. The robbers 
took the money and this couple to their chief and 
said, “The money is very valuable but look at the 
beautiful couple!” Happy seeing the money, the 
Chief said, “Today you will also be rewarded with 
good money.” Earlier, robbers also had ethics. But 
today there is no trust in your home also. 


Seeing the beautiful woman, the chief turned 
away his face and said, “We are celebrating 
Navratri festival. On the ninth day from today, 
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we will offer this couple as sacrifice to Goddess 
Kali. You people take proper care of this couple, 
give them good food and drink and keep them 
happy.” 


How can you be happy with death staring 
at you? Tarangvati and Padmadev were tied to 
a pillar. Many other couples were also tied there 
this way. Seeing Tarangvati and Padmadev bound, 
tears welled up in their eyes wondering how this 
couple got trapped? 


Tarangvati thinks that there is no rescue 
from this calamity except God. A sense of pain 
awakens within her. If true suffering is awakened, 
the way out is found. The couple decides, “Even 
if these people give us delicious food, we will 
do Aayambil tap and eat just once-a-day and that 
too only unbuttered Indian flatbread accompanied 
with water.” They did not leave religion even in 
the face of calamity. 


Meanwhile, other couples asked, “How did 
you get caught in the robber’s trap?” Tarangvati 
says, “This has happened by our own doing”, 
and Tarangvati described every detail of being 
born a goose in last birth, memories of past birth, 
painting made in this birth, to getting caught by 
these people. Tarangvati’s guard was also listening 
to this. He told everyone to quietly go to sleep. 
Everyone slept in fear and soon fell into deep 
slumber. 
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After everyone had gone to sleep, this man 
came to Tarangvati and Padmadev. Asking them 
to be quiet, he came very close and gently said, 
“Don’t be afraid, I have come to free you and send 
you away from here.” He opened their tugs and 
asked them to follow him silently. Very quickly, 
he took both of them far away and said, “Now 
go to the nearby village as fast as you can.” 


Padmadev said to the tribal looking man, 
“You are our life giver just like our parents, you 
have done us a lot of favour, saved us from death. 
I am Padmadev. from so and so village. You must 
visit us some time.” 


The tribal man says “Get away from here as 
soon as possible without wasting even a moment 
now. Only then you can survive.” Tarangvati and 
Padmadev hold each other’s hands and run as fast 
as they can. 


This story has to be seen and heard with 
dispassion. One has to think how long the queue 
of sorrows follows one affection. People shed 
thousands of tears for a moment of joy. How 
can happiness be called happiness that has a 
tradition of suffering behind it? What wrong path 
does a person take when attachment emerges? In 
this world brimming with attachment, we need 
non-attachment which calms this overflowing 
attachment. Jainism has taught us to imbibe the 
ideals of non-attached Teerthankars in our lives 
and ourselves become non-attached. Jainism 
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explains that Vitragdasha leads to happiness of 
inner soul. Vitragdasha means the instinctive 
state of innate ecstasy to free all living beings 
from the miseries of this world. That is why the 
person whose inner being is touched by Jainism 
remains in a state of happiness round the clock. 
He remains happy in favourable conditions and 
also in adverse conditions. He remains happy in 
times of joy as well as in times of sorrow. 


Some ask that happiness in joyful times is 
understandable, but how can there be happiness in 
sorrow? He whose heart is filled with Jainism 
remembers that this suffering is the result of his 
own karma, so he should not be saddened by 
experiencing it, rather remain calm. But we are 
such that we start fighting and blaming each other 
even in small things like accidentally spilling 
of tea cup on husband by the wife. Scriptures 
say that karma does not get destroyed without 
penance, karma does not end without enduring it. 
So happily endure your suffering too. 


While learning to ride a bicycle the learner 
falls down many times, causing physical injuries. 
It hurts, but if he doesn’t stop learning, he will 
surely learn how to ride. Even when you wear 
new boots they could be a little tight and hurt 
your feet. If you tolerate this and wear them, they 
will loosen a bit and start fitting in your feet in 
some days. Similarly, if you tolerate pain, your 
life will also be accustomed to remain happy. 
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Mahaveer 
unbearable suffering in his life and showed us that 
he too has tolerated suffering. Scriptures talk of 
samaadhi death. People say that there is no pain 


Teerthankar experienced 


greater than death, but the great men in Jinshasan 
have made even death a festival and made it a 
moment of joy. You too must start thinking, “I 
am bound to die because I was born. I too want 
to make the moment of death a moment of joy.” 
But this will happen only if you have remained 
happy throughout your life. The habits that you 
have already formed will remain with you till the 
last moment. 


Padmadev thinks, “I have nothing to give 
to this life-giving benefactor. I must reciprocate 
to the benevolent soul’s benevolence.” Children 
who understand this obey even the mother who 
is not mentally stable and take utmost care of a 
sick father too. 


A few days ago, a gentleman came to me 
and said, “My father is sick will you come to my 
house to give Manglik?” 


I said, “I can’t climb stairs.” 


That person said “Sahebji, my father is 94 
years old.” 


I thought, “A hundred-year old temple is 
considered a teerth [pilgrim centre]. Souls nearing 
100 years can also be considered teerths only.” 
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It was five o'clock in the evening. I reached 
there. Recited Manglik. That old man asked for 
Paanhar s pachakkhan [permission to leave water]. 
His son said that even at this age, the old man 
performs Ekasana [eating / drinking only once 
a day] and upvaas [no eating / drinking for 36 
hours] fasts during chaudas [14" day of the lunar 
cycle]. He does pachchakhan of Saadhporsi [eats 
/ drinks only after about 12:30 pm] daily. 


The Jain regime and the religious spirit have 
created many such devotees. Decide, “I will follow 
the path of religion till it I can.” Never get afraid 
of worshiping. Never hold back in any occasion to 
worship or to do service or sacrificing something 
for someone or to do charity. On such occasions, 
merit is also accrued along with crushing of your 
bad karma. You may come to listen to a religious 
discourse, because of the dawn of your good 
virtues. You are not bedridden, stuck in some 
other worldly business. The best virtue in this 
world is ofa Teerthankar. Good karma accures 
when you do good deeds and if one wakes up 
to such skillful merits, one will only want to do 
good deeds. Shalibhadra felt like renouncing the 
world even in the midst of divine splendour. 


Coming back to the story... 


Tarangvati and Padmadev reached thenearby 
village. No matter how much love there is, the 
stomach cannot be filled with love. You have to 
feed it with food. Padmadev took Tarangvati to an 
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old dharmashala {charitable religious dwelling]. 
Today, even such a rich man had to worry for 
getting food and shelter. Stomach wants food but 
the village is unknown, Padmadev thinks, “I have 
never extended my hand to ask for anything till 
today, how should I do so today? But Taranga! 
I can’t see you hungry. Today, leaving my heart 
aside, I will go to beg food for you.” Suffering 
from hunger, Padmadev and Tarangvati crave for 
food. Padmadev goes out to beg for food with a 
heavy heart. 


Even in the life of a monk, gochari [asking 
for food door to door from householders] is a 
process of giving up pride. Even when the ruler 
of the world takes initiation, he has to go for 
gochari, leaving his pride aside. You cannot 
spoil your mood even if someone does not offer 
gochari or refuses to give gochari. Do not have 
ill-feelings for anyone, but understand that this is 
due to the rise of my own bad karma. 


Meanwhile, Tarangvati and Padmadev had 
eloped at night.Next morning everyone in Dhandev 
Seth’s house inquire why is Padmadev not to 
be seen. Where was he?Also,Sheth-Shethani at 
Rishabhsen’s house are worried why is Tarangvati 
not to be seen even though it’s morning? 


Rishabhsen Seth knew that Tarangvati’s 
friend-cum-maid was constantly present in her 
service, so he called her. On one hand, the friend 
had to keep her loyalty towards Tarangvati, on the 
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other hand, she was afraid of Sheth Rishabhsen. 
He and Sethani threatened her and asked, “Tell, 
where is Tarangvati?” 


With tears in her eyes her friend said, 
“I know you are sad. I am also sad about 
Tarangvati’s departure,” and she told Sheth- 
Shethani about Tarangvati’s past-life memory, 
painting, recognition of Padmadev etc. But Sheth 
asks, “Where is Tarangvati now?” The friend said, 
“Sheth! 1 don’t know that. By the time I reached 
there with the money from home, both of them 
had already left.” Today Rishabhsen Sheth had 
lost his pride. His one and only daughter has 
eloped with Dhandev Sheth’s son. He thinks, “If 
Sheth Dhandev has some clue, it could be easy to 
locate them.” Rishabhsen Sheth reached Dhandev 
Sheth’s house. Lots of inquiry took place. Lots 
of brainstorming took place to find both of them. 
Rishabhsen Seth says, “Send our clever men. Take 
care that on seeing our men, they do not get 
ashamed and do anything strange again. Those 
men must counsel them and bring them back 
home.” 


Rishabhsen and Dhandev send people in 
all directions to find these two. Rishabhsen Seth 
had a clever man named Kulmashahasti, He said, 
“Shethji, suppose I find both of them, but what if 
they are not ready to come back as if they may 
be scared of you? You both must do one thing. 
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Write a letter in their names and give it to me. 
This will give them the confidence to come back.” 


Rishabhsen Sheth wrote a letter to Tarangvati, 
“Dear Tarangvati! Due to our strictness you have 
had to suffer many times, even after leaving home, 
you might have suffered a lot. By God’s grace 
both of you must be fine. Now both of you come 
home quickly, you will not be reprimanded.” 


Dhandev Seth wrote, “Son Padmadev! 
Rishabhsen Seth and I are now in a best-friend 
like relationship. So return home fearlessly and 
quickly without any delay.” 


Here, Padmadev came out of the dharmashala. 
Kulmashahasti reached the same village looking for 
them and his eyes fell on Padmadev and Tarangvati 
sitting outside the dharmashala. Kulmashahasti 
noticed bruises on their bodies and realized that 
both had suffered a lot. Padmadev asked eagerly, 
“How are you here?” Kulmshahasti said, “I have 
come to take you back home.” Padmadev says, 
“How can we come by your word? How do we 
know what is the situation there?” 


Kulmashahasti says, “I have brought a letter 
of assurance to make you confident,” and hands 
out the letter he brought along to Padmadev. 
“Hope there is nothing unpleasant in the letter!” 
With that thought, he read the paper alone, but 
saw the beautiful writing and happily gave it to 
Tarangvati. 


J3 \ E \ Guru_Rajyashsuri (2018) \ Tarangvati_Book (2022) \ Tarangvati Book (11423) * 2nd 22423 « 


WeaBuesey Jo aye] ƏL © GZ 


3rd 29423 


The Tale of Tarangvati “ 30 


Now Kulmashahasti said, “You should not stay 
in such a dharmashala anymore. There is a house 
of our acguaintance in this village, let's go there.” 
On reaching there, both of them got a respectful 
and warm welcome. Both were first bathed with 
warm water. Clarified butter was applied on their 
wounds. Delicious food was served. When both 
of their health improved, horses and security was 
arranged for them to travel, Kulmashahasti took 
them both along. When both of them had eloped, 
they travelled through a waterway. But now they 
took the safer long land route, so it took a few 
days to reach Kaushambi. When they reached 
outside the town, people from far and wide came 
to receive them, but their eyes were searching for 
their parents. Upon seeing their parents, both of 
them dismounted from the horses and began to 
wash their parents” feet with tears. They felt that 
they had caused a lot of pain to their parents. 


Even if there is any reason to hurt someone, 
keep a very tender heart. Tell them whatever they 
want to hear, like a doctor giving an injection. 


The parents ushered them into the city with 
a grand ceremony, and expressed the desire to 
get them married with great pomp and show. 
They said that they were already married, but to 
fulfil their own wishes, both parents organized 
a beautiful celebration and held marriage rituals. 
They also gave a lot in charity to the poor on 
this occasion. 


J3 \ E \ Guru_Rajyashsuri (2018) \ Tarangvati_Book (2022) \ Tarangvati Book (11423) * 2nd 22423 « 3rd 29423 


Several months passed by and Tarangvati 
and Padmadev were enjoying lavishness, luxuries, 
togetherness and intimacy. Tarangvati thinks and 
tells Padmadev, “Should I spend my entire life in 
the same way enjoying all the worldly pleasures?” 
He replies, “No, no. Let’s both together follow the 
path shown by Jain Teerthankars.” 


Unattached Teerthankar’s preachings teach us 
to achieve salvation. Salvation does not blossom 
to any life-form except humans. Neither we have 
knowledge in which of our past birth we were 
born humans, nor of the future when will we be 
born again as a human being. That is why great 
men tell us to live this life in such a way that 
enables us to achieve salvation within seven or 
eight births. 


Scriptures mention of five mental phases: 
Audayik [awakening of karma], Aupshamik 
[supressing of karma], Kshayopshamic [destroying 
the rising karma and supressing karma which is 
yet to rise], Kshayik [destroying of karma] and 
Parinamik [the very nature of living and non- 
living beings which is unchangeable. Example, a 
living being will remain a living being only, it 
will not change to non-living and vice-versa]. Out 
of these, the flow of karma runs in two phases 
— Audayik and Kshayopshamic. 


When Audayik karma rises, we feel, “I 
must get everything, I must enjoy everything, 
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I must enmass everything”; but when 
Kshayopshamickarma rises, thoughts of doing 
good deeds come, good noble thoughts come, 
you wish to give alms and donate, you wish to 
observe celibacy, enthusiasm for penance appears, 
affection decreases, equanimity increases, mind 
desires saintly company from within, desire for 
religious worship increases, faith in the Supreme 
soul increases. Whenever such auspicious emotions 
are awakened, listening to Teerthankar s preaching 
and learning must become part of our daily 
routine. Every pleasure brings sacrifice with it. 
Every love enters the mind holding the hand of 
detachment. Even if we eat something that we 
like very much for five or six days continuously, 
we get bored of it too. A person loved to eat 
cucumber curry very much. So, his wife kept 
on cooking cucumber curry for six consecutive 
days in lunch and supper. On the seventh day the 
person complained whether he will be eating the 
same vegetable twice a day throughout the whole 
week. He asked after getting annoyed whether no 
other vegetable was available in the market or she 
did not know to cook some other vegetable. She 
said, “I cooked it for you because you like it very 
much, more than any other vegetable.” He replied, 
“T liked it but now I am fed up of it after having 
it continuously.” 


It is in the very nature of love that it finally 
breeds detachment. It is different that we turn 
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a blind eye to that feeling of detachment. We 
supress the feeling of detachment. We do not 
value that feeling of detachment, rather we do 
not give it any importance. 


Tarangvati and Padmadev, due to the 
awakening of a beautiful Ashayopshamic mental 
phase, decided that today they should go for 
a walk towards the forest garden outside their 
village. “Let’s dwell deep into our inner-selves 
and think quietly. Let us think what our inner 
soul is yearning for. Let’s listen to the voice of 
our soul.” 


The process of talking to the soul about the 
soul is Samaiyak. 


When both of them left for the forest garden, 
they got an inner feeling that day thatthey are 
going to some good place. Upon reaching there, 
they saw a Muni Mahatma [saint] meditating. 
Both sat down near the Mahatma with their hands 
joined in reverence and started reciting Navkar 
mantra while waiting for his meditation to end. 
After the Mahatma completed meditation, both of 
them bowed down to him and sat humbly. Both of 
them think, “We have been blessed with the light 
of a good guru through our virtues, let us listen to 
the voice of this enlightened soul.” Both listen to 
the guru’s preaching and spent much time there. 
But they do not take even the name of getting 
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up from there. It seemed as if both were going 
deeper and deeper into it. 


Both of them pleaded and said, “Guru 
Bhagwant, this world is an attraction, but how 
did your desire for detachment awake?” 


Guru Bhagwant said, “I was a hunter in my 
last birth. Growing up as a young man 1 hunted 
independently. My father taught me not to hunt 
any pregnant animal, not to hunt elephants while 
they are mating, not to hunt animals and birds 
that do not fill your stomach.” 


“Once I made a mistake while hunting. An 
arrow shot to kill an elephant mistakenly hit a 
flying gander [male goose]. I felt sad and lit 
a pyre to cremate the dead gander. Just then a 
female goose jumped into the burning fire. This 
saddened me so much that I added more wood to 
the same pyre threw myself also into it and died.” 
Listening to this, causes shivers to both Padmadev 
and Tarangvati. 


The Mahatma spoke further and said, “Dying 
there, I was reborn as Rudrayash, the son of a rich 
merchant, but due to lack of moral values, got 
into wrong company. I learnt to rob and became a 
master at it. I joined a band of looters and became 
the Chief’s favourite.” 


“Once I robbed a beautiful couple from 
the banks of the Yamuna. Chief held the couple 
hostage to offer as a sacrifice to Goddess Kali. He 
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appointed me to look after their security. At night, 
the female hostage narrated about being born as 
geese in their past birth and their story till date to 
other hostages. Hearing it, I too remembered my 
past-birth. I came to know that this is the same 
goose couple whom I had mistakenly shot. So I 
freed both of them from captivity, and safely took 
them outside the forest. Then I realized that I had 
ditched my Chief. He will not leave me alive. 
So I walked wherever my feet took me, relying 
on fate, and reached the temple of Zeerthankar 
Rishabhdev. I met a Sadhu Bhagwant there. I 
confessed my sins and mistakes to him.” 


“There is a saying that morning begins when 
you wake up. I decided that I will not merely 
stop committing sins or just repent for my sins, 
I will go beyond this. I decided to renounce the 
world and Guru Maharaj gave me initiation. I 
started gathering lots of knowledge. I studied the 
Purvas also.” 


Hearing this, Tarangvati and Padmadev 
think, “Till today we have not even learnt the 
basics of religion. How will we acquire all such 
knowledge?” 


A seventy-year-old person says, “Maharaj 
Saheb! Im going on a world tour, please recite 
me Manglik [holy words].” When you get old, 
you feel like travelling, watching a movie or 
television, feel like gossiping, etc., but don’t feel 
like worshiping or doing any religious activity 
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or studying scriptures. Decide now that you will 
make time for studying as per your capacity. 


Tarangvati says, “Hey Mahatma! You had 
freed us from captivity, but now also free us 
from the bonds of the world. Today, our desires 
of restraint have gone up like never before.” 
In Karmagranth there is a talk of Apurva, 
meaning“that which has never come before or 
never occurred before.” Padmadev says, “Bhagwant! 
We don’t want to go back home if you give us 
the initiation into detachment. We don’t want to 
waste even a minute of our lives in the pursuit 
of momentary joy and pleasures now.” 


After taking off the ornaments and handing 
them over to the accompanying servants and 
maids, they told them to go home and inform 
that Padmadevy and Tarangvati are not coming 
back home now. They are renouncing the world 
and taking initiation. 


You might ask, “Should we not see an 
auspicious time for initiation?” The people who are 
steadfast and so enthusiastic to have self-control, 
for them their enthusiasm itself is an auspicious 
moment. Noble thoughts do not come without 
good times. If you see an unclaimed thousand 
rupee note, will you look for an auspicious time 
to pick it up? 


There are many souls in Jainism who have 
created history by taking initiation in this way. 
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Crowds from the village flock to this place after 
hearing about the initiation of Tarangvati and 
Padmadev. Their parents say, “There will be great 
hardship in restraint.” They reply, “Even if there is 
hardship, we will exercise restraint with nobility, 
but today we have decided that we will exercise 
restraint now onwards.” 


Don’t stop anyone marching on a path 
towards achieving high results. Marriages fail. 
Still people do not stop others from marrying, but 
when it comes to initiation, they try to scare them. 


Rishabhsen Sheth is sensible. He says “Hats 
off to both of you. You have accomplished what 
we couldn’t. The spiritual values that had not 
awakened in us, have awoken in you. May you 
cultivate a very beautiful character in initiation 
and advance in self-quality.” 


And reassuring everyone else too, he said, 
“Should we feel sad about their separation from 
us or should we feel happy that they are going 
far ahead than us?” 


The result of every love is detachment. 


The culmination of every detachment results 
in salvation. 


We should not end by saying that Tarangvati’s 
story is beautiful, but we must take a cue from her 
and try to bring such dispassion in our life too. 
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